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Mr. Willeock:
ren, - .
The PREMIER: I firmly believe that a
sovereign in the hamds of a private indi-
. ¥idual will bring more lasting good to the
- eountry than two Sovereigns spent by fhe
State. We have to carry on the services of
. the country and educate our children. We
. have to provide for the health of the people
and those facilities which make development
_possible., If our railways eould bhe made to
- balance, if our trading concerns could be
made to balance, all would be well, but un-
less we can bring this about, and gpeedily
. :90, we. shall have {0 impose additional taxa-
ion.
Hon. P. Collier: I think the railways re-
quire overhavling, That is where the whole
. trouble iy! If we balance the £400,000 losa
on the railways we need mot troublé about
- the .other £300 000. .
The PREMIER: That would be satisfac-
tory for a time. The running of 7,000 miles
of railways in this ‘country, widespread as it
is, with our lands in process of “development
_and with very much redueed traffie on the
‘ goldfields, iz a diffieult task. It is -a hard
“thing to square the ledger and to
Jxun the railways under such econditions,
I should like to thank the leader of
. the Opposition for the considerate speech he
made last night. I do not know that he in-
tended to be considerate, but his was a per-
fectly proper and right speech to make.
. Hon. ¥, Collier: I &id not intend to be
" unfair. .
The PREMIER: I maintain that there is
very little to.say against any aet of govern-
-ment during the .last 12 montha.
. On motion by Mr. Harrison, debate ad-
Journed. C <

And jn feeding their child-

House adjourned at 9.56 pm,’
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—WHEAT
BOARD..

. Mr, B J. MeGibibon's Pesition.
The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. G ¥. '
In accordance with

now ask leave to make a statement regarding
the operations of the Wheat Board: .
Leave given. )

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have

been twitted in the Press and elsewhere, if

not direétly challenged, to give the reasons
why it has not been considered advisable to
recommend His Excellency the Governor to
re-appoint Mr. Sinclair J. McGibbon as the
Western Australian growers’ representative-
The exeeu-
tive of the Farmers’ and Settlers’ Associa-
tion also asked for the reasons, some weeks
ago. T replied that it was'urmsual to make
public the reasons for the mbn-re-appointment
of any officer, extept with that officer’s.con-
gent, but that I would do so, of course, if Mr,
MeGibbon epecifically agreed. The letter of
permission suggested was, howeyer, not forth-
coming. It is fair to Mr. MeGibbon to say
that I do not know wbether he was ever
asked for it. Y eertainly did mot ask him.
The executive’s rejoinder was.that as the
matter was one of public interest,” the in-
formation sought should be supplied.’ I
agreed that if Mr,) Mc@ibbon withheld his

'ponsent and it were shown that the reasen

for his retirement was of public importance,
I would make the information availablé in
the usnal way and at the proper time. Ques-
tions have been agked in this House regard-
ing Mr. MeGibbon’s non-reappointment and

_the Gevernment have in reply given & promise

that I should take.an early opportunity of
making 2. statement. Moreover, other mem-

- bers have informed me that unless a siate-

ment is made, further gquestions will follow,
A representative meeting . of the wheat
growers, sitting in Perth on Tuesday, passed
a motidn recommending the reappointinent of
My, MeGibbon as growers’ representative on
the* board pending the. election of a 'member,
in order that Western Auvstralian growers
might have immediate representation. It is
to be regretted that such a. motion should
have been passed before the reasons actuat-
ing the Government in declining to recom-
mend Mr., McGibbon’s further membership
of the Australian Wheat Board were knowh.
It is to be assumed that as Mr.. McGibbon
was present. at the meeting, ‘he iz prepared
to aceept such nomination. Under these eir-
cumstances it is neeessary, 1 think, that the
intentions of the (overnment should at onge-
be made known on this matter. It eertainly
i desirable that: g0 many farmers with in-
terests in the present and coming wheat pool
who are nmow in the city should not leave
Perth until they have had an opportunity. of
eongidering the relations of the Government
with Mr. MeGibbon. I therefore crave the
indulgence of this House in order that T
may make -my: statement this afternoon.
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. Hon. J. Cornell: What has the appoint-
ment-of Mr. MeGibbon, to do with this Hougef
<The PRESIDENT.: This is not.a,debate,
but a statement by the Hongrary Miyister..It
-is.not possible .to.debate it afterwards,:nor
"is it geemly to imterject during.its delivery.
Hon. J. Cornell: T would like to,ask whether
" it iz possible to object to.the statement being

made. . ;v e L I
' The PRESINENT: 'If the hoh. . member
had been jin his place when the Jeaye qg.lﬁhe
[ouse Wwis asked, he eould have objeetad.
"Now it i too lats, T . Lf .
- The HONORARY ‘MINISTEE: I'am soft
tliat ‘there shbuld be a. feeling on the part d
dny hon. member against the making of this
gtatement, '- vl o TR
* Hon, J. Cordell:’ THe piiblic’ aré ‘not' con®
- ¢erned with Mr. MeGibbon’s' appbihtment. "'
" The HONORARY ' MINISTER: T think'it
will be- agreed’ that this' is the proper place
and the proper time-to nake the statenient,
seeing that "1 am responsible to Parliament
for the admiuistfation .qf 1the wheat schems.
- AY hon: members are probably aware, farm-
-ers’ representatives of each Wheat-sxporting
Btate were at:-the instigation 'of -ther Com-
monwealth . Government .early “in-i1619., ap-
pointed . by the Governments .of the . various
- States concerned to the Australian Wheat
Board sitting.in Melbourne, After consultation
- with the Western--Australian Farmers’ and
Settlers’ -Association, who represent the bulk
of the wheat growers in this State concermed
in the pool, Mr. -Binclair J. McGibbon;,whe
was then a farmer baving wheat interests.in
the pool, wag.appointéd as the Western Aus-
tralian growers’, represemtative an the board
for a paried of ome year. Mr, Me(jibbon's
term of office. expired .on the, 2nd April, 1920,
and, after allowing. him to attend the April
conferente of the Awustrglian Wheat Board,
sitting on the 13th April, for, which, he had
made. special preparation, the -Giovernment
permitted Mr. McGibbon to retirg by efluxion
of time, Tf is'perliaps ,Premature, for me fo
agsume that, the pool will continue fof the
harvesting of ‘the '1920-21 wheat. crop. It is
proposed, as mentioned in His Excelléiloy’s
Speech,. that a Wheat Marketing Bill shall
shortly be introduced; and hon. meénibers will
be asked to give their approval of the mea-
sure in order that the Government may have
somewhat the same ¢ontrol over next sdason’s
wheat as they have had during the past five
years. Tnder a’tentitive arrangeniont riade
with the other wheat-producing States, it is
probable that, if 'the Wheat Marketing Bill
iz agreed to, growers’ representatives from
each of those States will be appointed to- sit
on the board with Ministers,' as -heretofore.
Tn making the sppointment of ‘a representa-
tive from this State, cértain terms and eondi-
tions were laid .down by the Government add
at the time accepted by the Parmers’ 'and
Settlers’ Association throngh its president,
and 2lso by Mrs McGibbon, the first ap.
pointee. 'These .conditions shortly are, that
the representative must be a  wheat farmer
interested in the pool, must.not be a Govern-
ment- acquiring or miller’s agent, or an ad-
winisgtrative officer . conneeted with - such
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ageney, nor be a member of Parliameut ot
a-public servant.in;either State or {ommon-
wealth. ;' The reasons. for- these terms are
obvious. ' “With regpect. to.the advisability of
a. grower being on the boarq, 1@ must })e
- pointed out that.when. the agitation origin-
ally-arose and. representations were made to,
tlie Gommonwealth Government by farmers
. otganisationa throughout Australia, the peint
was stressed that {he. Ministerial representa.
- tives on the board were not pecesparily farm-
ers, nor would they have farmers’ interests
'specially in view. It was asserted that too
ofteri’ parosites had been allowed to batten
oni ‘the ‘fafmer, and that the marketing of hie
wheat - was a ‘miatter- on twhich he himself
shotild have an' opportunity of direetly speak-
ing.  »As regards '’ parasites battening on the
farmer,!’ though T.repeat-the expression T do
not endorse it. It was mainly. because of this
argument, I think, that the varions States
and the Commonwealth ultimately agreed that
farmera should be directly representad by
farmers on the central beard. .-t would ap-
pear from a Presa statement made by M.
MeGibbon recently, that he. is- ng ](mge'r
eligible. for appointment under those .condi-
tions. . In fact, he is reported to have stated
that on. the selling of his farming interests
towards the end of last year, he sent in to
the farmers’ and .seftlers’ "executive his re-
signation as growers’ frepresentative on thé
board, but that the ~executive unanimously
agreed that he should withdraw his resigna-
tion and continue to represent the growers of
the Commonwealth. = Mr. MeGibbon is pos-
sibly misreported there. He evidently meant
the growers of Western Australia, Of course,
lpn. members will realise that the proper
course for Mr, MeGibbon to have pursued
when' he ho longer came’ within the terms of
his hppointment, was to senhd his resignation
to the Government. Whether, in any further
appointrient that might be made, an exemp-
(tion from the .conditions I have mentioned
ghould bé made in favour of any partieular
candidate, is, I suggest, a matter for the
Government to” determine. As Minister im
confiol 'of local &théme 'matters during the
pagt three- years, having an intimate know-
ledge of local and central board matters, I
tegret to have to form the opinion that the
services of Mr. MoGibbhon to the growers,
whom he was appointed directly to represent,
have not been such as would warrant an ex-
ception fromi: those conditions being made in
hid ease. I am very sorry to have to come
to this. conclugion beeause, as members
know, I was responsible in the first place for
that gentleman’s appointraent, If, however,
Mr. McGibbon were eligible, his reappoint-
went is not favoured. . Im setting out the
reasons for his non-reappeintment; first -of
all in general terms, and afterwards in specifie
detail, the reasons for Mr, McGibbon’s retire-
ment will be apparent. It appeared to the
Minister in charge of wheat acheme matters
that Mr. MoeGibhon, by detrimental acts of
omission -and commission, assisted in causing
congiderable financial loss to Western Aus-
tralian pool growers. The interests of those
growera were not always considered by him
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as being of first unpnrtdnce The. services
‘rendered were not commensurate with thé re-
ruineration accepted, and his attitude, ds -ex-
Dressed by his publie utternnces since his
period of serviee, “does: not indicate the re-
quisite desire to ‘co-operate:with bis fellow
representative from Westein Australia for
the intereats of those growers whom: ‘he
would bhe expected :to represent. - -

Hon. J. Corneli: That is-a poor compli-
ment to yourself.

The PRESIDENT: T must a,gam aik’ the
hon. “member to refrain from interjecting.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Several
eomplaints were voiced last year that New
South Wales, though at the time faced with a
serious drought continued te: supply wheat
for flour export; instead of conserving her
stocks for local consumiption during' the.pre-
sent calendar year, 1920. In spite of this,
Mr. McGibbon agreed in November to a re-
solution to supply wheat from the pool at
loeal donsumption rates ruling in the other
Bfates for the whole of her local eonsumption
requivements until such time as she could
harvest her 1920-21 ecrop. The ‘estimated
quantity at that time was some 1214 -mnillion
bushels. As under the record of the Wheat
Marketing Constitution under which the vari-
ous States were operating, this was an ‘gver-
seas sale, it should have Dleen at a price
equivalent to export parity.. At the time the
sale was made, however, the price for local
eonsumption in the other States was 53. 6d.
per bushel, whereas overseas salés were at 8s.
3d. per bushel at any rate in Western Aug-
tralia. As a result of this resolution, the
Australian Wheat Board arranged suppheq

to New South Wales, and a tentative agree- -

ment was made in December. The ‘direct loss
to Western Australian growers in’ connection
with this sale, in view of the later increase of
overgeay prices, is likely to be enormous, It
was the customm up to last year for Queens-
land to reeeive its loeal requirements from
New South Wales, the latter State supplying
the wheat as a local consumption sale and
putting into the pool any exportable surplus
which she might have after domg 80, and after
providing her own local requirements. In No-
vember, Mr, McGibbon agreed to a resolution
anthorising- the Australian Wheat Board to
sell from the pool at local consumption rates
some 2,000,000 boshels of wheat to the Bris-
bane Flour Milling Co. for the Queensland
geason’s local requirements, the price then be-
ing 5s. 6d. per bushel This agreement was
actually signed by the Anstralian Wheat
Board and the Brisbane Milling Co. on the
24th December, 1919, Mr. MceGibbon -agreed
to a resolution in December to sell to ‘Tas-
mania her loeal requirements from the
pool at less then overseas raies, where-
as such  snpplies had  hitherto heen
a Jocal consnmption sale from Vietoria.
The estimated quantity at that time was
114 million bushels. In connection “with the
three transactions that I have mentioned,
the loss tfo- Western Australian growers
would have been enormous if Mr. Me-
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G;bbbn haﬂ. had power to ‘bind this’ Btate.
Th¢ vextent of the loss -could” hardly’ be
stated in definite figures.” It may beat be
realistd when it is understood that some
16,000,000 - ‘bughely were ‘at the - time | in-
mﬂ'bed’ and the pnee for loeal consumption
rates “was then 5s. 6d., whereas expori
parity was in the regmn of 8s., 3d. per
bushel f.ob. The result kas béén that the
whole of the tequirements for these three
States have been sold at not more than
7s8. 8d. per bushel whereas, if that quantity
bad beén on hand for reahsatnun outside
Australm we would have been reaping the
advantage of the present export parity im
the region of 13s. 44. per bushel. In com-
nection with the allowance granted fo the
Australtan Wheat Board- of £522,000 for
losses . by weevil, etc., on wheat held on
behalf of the Imperial Government,. Mr.
McGibbon failed to second the Ministers
efforts to obtain a proportion of this allow-
ance for Western Ausiralian growers. - Mr.
MeGibbon- was pleased fe accept as true
the statement of the Australian Wheat
Board officials that, so far as Western Ans-
tralia was concerned, the matter had been
closed, because that State had made a
direct arrangement witk the Royal Jommis-
gion by whieh it received some £34,000 in
connection with a specific claim it had for
special consideration. He eclected to dis-
believe the’ ussurance of the State scheme
officials, who were respotisible for the
negotiations, that "the settlement effected
was on a specific understanding,: which it
later- trhnspired was not carried out, and
that therefore the matter, far from being
finalised, way open for forther negotlahons
and, as a consequence, Western Australia
was entitled to a proportion of the gemeral
allowanice that was paid to the Australian
Wheat Board in satisfactidn of all elaims.
He said¢‘T dissociate myself, Mr, Baxter;
W.A. has already been settled with.” It ia
estimated that the losy to Western Austra-
Tiun growers through the failure to obtain
an equitable proportion of such allowance
was £20,000. Those four instances serve
to shn‘w that Mr. McGibbon assisted in
canging considerable financial less to our
farmers, Now I come to the specific in-
stances where, in my opinion, the interests
of Western .Angtralian growers were not
always econsidered by Mr. MeGibbon as
being of paramount . importance.- I will
take, ﬁrst, the matter of London agents'
commission. Those who have knowledge of
the early stages of the Australian wheat
marketing scheme will probably remember
the outery raised,by farmers against the
exerbitant syms which, it was alleged, were
paid to-the London selhng agents as com-
mission on the Cominonwealth’s = direct
wheat sales ' to the' British Government.
Those agenis, as members are aware, 4re
the expert advisers of the central board in
Melbourne, and of thé’ London c¢ommittee
in England. At that time the advising
agenta comprised representatives of Dar-
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ling’s, Dalgety’s, Bel's and Dreyfus. Last
ycar a sale of 1,500,000 tons was similarly
arranged with the Imperial authorities by
the Prime Minigter (Mr. Hughes). Then
the London agents of the Farmers’ Co-
operative or producers companies, Messrs.
Berry, Barclay & Co., had been added to the
London agency. The question of remunera-
tion to he paid to. the whole of the
London agents for- the work they are
called upon to do in connection with
this last gontract, was considered at the
April meeting of. the board. It was
snggesied at first; and in thisa Mr Me-
Gibbon agreed, that from whatever share.of
the commission the.four old .agents received
they should rebate to the Australian Wheat
Board  whatever | distributing fees they
earned from the British Commissioners, in
cpnnectjon with certain shipments of this
wheat syhich they were pffecting on behalf
of the, Imperial Government. As the money
they were thus earning would in some in-
stances be more than their share of the com-
mission received from the Australian Wheat
Board, they would be really doing the work
for the Australian. Wheat Board for nothing.
Berry, Barelay, & . Co, on the other hand,
not being engpged on any such work, would
have received their full” guota of the ecom-
mission withont any rebate, sormething like
£7,500." 'Thia jroposal was . turned down,
After having gone into 'the matter chrefully
with our Genéral Manager (Mr. Keys), I
moved that a fair and reasonable lump Sum
to be paid for the work te be done should be
£20,000, and’ that ne rebateés should be al:
lowed. = Mr, MeGibbon voted against this
and ultimately it was agreed—Mr. Dunn
{New South Wales) and myself being the
only dissentients—that the commission should
be on a certain basia which works out, in
round figures, .at about £38,000, without re-
bate.,  Under this arrangement each agent
gets about £7,500, thé same amount approxi-
mately, as Berry Barclay & Co. alone would
have got under the first proposal. The posi-
tion, so far as Mr, MecGibbon is concerned,
is this: He agreed, in effect, first, that the
work should bé done for ahout £10,000; he
then turhed down £20,000, and ultimately
agreed to pay £38,000. I am perfectly satis-
fied after hearing the agents in explanation
of the services that were being rendered un-
der this contract, that £20,000 was a full
and adequate payment for the pool ‘growers
to make. I am positive that if Mr. MeGib-
bon had fought with Mr, Dunn and mysclf
we eould have saved that £18,000, and not
bave caused the stiglitest hardship to the
agents. Now to come to a more personal
affair which, of itself, iz not relatively im-
portant, but serves as an indicator. The
Board meetings last year averaged about oné
in two months, it being arranged where pos-
sible, 'to meet in the second week of the
month, After the October meeting, Mr. Me-
Gibbon indicated that it was his intention
to try to arrangé, if poasible, that meetings
be held in’ both November and December. 'I
urged later, on the otlier hand, that as Par-

liament was sitting and the business of the
House was most urgent at the time, the early
part of November, that the November and
December meetings might he amalgamated
by being held in tle first week of Decembor.
I failed in this, the two mcetings Eemg fixed
for 21st November and 15th Decémber, res-
pectively. It was nsnal for Mr. MeGibbon’s
accounts for expenses for attendances at
board meetings to be submitted to me and
then-passed to the Australian Wheat Board
for payment. Besides his daily - fee fr_um
the time he left home to attend a meeting
to the time he could reasonably return, he
was allowed all . railvay and boat
fares incurred. On this  occasion he
left Perth. on the 135th November, and
retuyned  on  the 23rd  December. The
period of his absence was 38 days. He in-
curred rail and boat fare from and to Perth
once only, the amount involved being £22 da,
His account showed, firstly, 30 days at £4 4s,
a day, a total of £126 for the estimated
periods he could have attended both meetings
and returmed to Perth. That is quite all
right, but he also included two sets of rail
and boat fares, namely £44 8s. when he had
incurred only one. For a public zceountant
and auditor to have done such a thing, was in
my opinion inexcusable, There was no mis-
take, because after my protest to Sena?or
Russell and my request to be dissociated with
the account, it being-more than a reimburse-
ment of money cut of pecket, Mr. MeGibbon,
on the dccision of the board, accepted only
one set of fares it is true, but £4 45, per day
for all the intervening days between the es-
timated travelling perieds of the two meet-
ings, or 39 days altogether instead of 29

.days.

Hon. J. Duffell: Is that the fee that was
agreed upon?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Although
you, Mr. President, have ruled that interjee-
tions are disorderly, I would like to reply to
the question asked by the hom. member by
saying that the fee fixed was £4 4s. per day
from the time a delegate left his home until
the day of his return. That applied te the
State the delegate came from and the fee was
plue boat or rail expenses, whichever method
of travel was adopted. At the April Confer-
ence a most peculiar resolntion was passed
to which Mr. McGibhon agreed. This pro-
vided that the quota that each State should
supply to the British Government contracts,
which are the main sales outstanding, should
be such ag would leave in all States a similar
unsold carry-over, in proportion -to the popu-
lation.of those States. Under the terms of
the original constitution, all allotments of
the overseas pool should be in the proportion
of the total quantity of wheat that each
State makes available to that overseas pool.
To have formed the pool on a population
basis would have been abserd and of course
impossible. The growers of Western Aus-
tralia wounld never have agreed to it. It is
an obvious fact that the population of each
of the other States is much greater than that
of Western Australia. Tt could therefore
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readily happen under this resolution that
Western Australia, though putting the least
Guantity of wheat into the overseas pool,
might have to supply the greatest quantity
to the British contract or any overseas sale,
because of its smaller population. The most
serions €ffect of such an arrangement would
of course be apparent in the event of the
wind-up of the poel through disagresment or
other causes. If this happened we would get
eredit “for any unseld stocks in the pool, only
on the population basis instead of on the only
business basis possible, namely ‘according to
the proportion of the guantity ‘of wheat we
had put into the pool. These three instances
show, I think, that Mr. MéGibbon did not re-
gard his principals as deserving ‘of first,
ruch less only. consideration. In dealing
with the question as to whether the services
rendered were commensurate with the re-
muneration aceepted, we have to consider this
faet: ; Mr, MeGibbon is a -professional man,
and in accepting the.appointment accepted
professional fées, namely, £4 4s, per day for
the whole of the period from home back’ to
home again. In addition to this, he received
a recoup for boat and rail fares expended
whilst on the work of the board. The growers
therefore, were entitled to veceive the best
of his services, having regard to the fach
of his business as a public aceountant and
auditer. On Mr. McGibbon’s motion at the
November Conference it was decided that
New South Wales should be permitted to buy
from the other States at export rate a quan-
tity of wheat for the Eastern flour trade,
that is Java, Singapore, etc., equal to the
average quantity of flour that had been sup-
plied by New South Wales to that market
during the three years precéding the war,
1911, 1912, 1913, It was also agreed on Mr,
McGibbon's motion that New Sonth Wales
should also be permitied to buy from the
other States at export rates sufficient wheat
to enable her to retain the flour trade with
thell‘“aciﬁc Islands. The effect of these two
decigions was that the pooling States had to
supply New South Wales mills with wheat
whilat their own mills would be deprived of
such business, and might possibly have to
shut down. The foundation of the wheat mar-
keting scheme is the pooling of the uversess
trade offering to those States that have
wheat to ship. Obviously, if they have mot
sufficient wheat for their own eonsumption
they have not sufficient to export. Any busi.
ness, therefore, offering overseas should, ac-
sording to the intention of the constitution
go to the States that have the wheat to send.
This bolstering up of New South Wales export
:rade when it could readily have. been sup-
olied by the other States’ mills was certainly
not justifiable in view of the prodigal way
in which that State had depleted her stocks
when faced with an inevitable drought. The
moving of such resolutions did not reveal a
business acumen that is to be expected of
wofessional representatives. It was moved

by Mr. Peake and seconded by Mr. McGib-
bon and carried— :

That, subject to the necessary docu-
mentary evidence being produced by New
South Wales, it is left to the discretion of
the Commonwealth Government to remove
the embargo upon the shipment of flour,
provided the interests of the pool in the
transaction are safeguarded.

Mr, Ashford undertook that if the flour were
allowed to. go and it were found that the
price at which New South Wales made this
sale was too low they would make good the
difference. In the early part of last year,
shartly after the cessation of hostilities there
was an opportunity offering to millers to do
profitable private flour business with Egypt
and Mediterranean ports. The Australian
Wheat Board issued an embargo prohibiting
shigments of such flour, and insfructed that
all’ such sales wonld be arranged by the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board té prevent competition
between the States, mjlls having the privil-

-ege of buying wheat from the scheme for

sueh flour export, bit, at, wheat prices fixed
by the Australian Wheat, Board. After those
instructions were issued, the New South Wales
wheat scheme permitted the sales of tweo
cargoes by one of the loeal mills. The ship-
ments were held up by the Commonwealth
Government on the advice of the Australian
Wheat Board. It was considered most unfair
that New South Wales millers should be al-
lowed to do this business, when ail the other
States were stopped. Several months later, after
continued representations by the New South
Wales Government, the. Australian Wheat
Board decided, Mr. MeGibbon agreeing, to
allow these cargoes to go. I maintain, as Mr,
MceGibbon should have maintained, that the
cargoes, if allowed to go at all, should have
been taken over by the peool, and any benefit
ariging therefrom should have gone to all the
States, and not only to New South Wales, It
i3 true that the resolution is worded in a very
guarded manner and makes provision for cer-
tain contingencies, but the responsibility of
allowing the cargoes to go after all, is trans-
ferred from the Australian Wheat Board to
the Commonwealth Government, a position
which could have obtained months hefore. It
was no more right in December to allow those
cargoes to go than it was in May. Mr.
MecGibbon had been in cloge touch with the
matter all along and he should have been
the first to objeet, if for no other reason
thad that the millera in our own State
had been fighting for the business and had
been deprived of it. Another wmatter that
does not reveal that commercial astuteness
with which Mz. MecGibbon has been credited
was his action in agreeing, in spite of my
opposition, to the fesolution in April that the
gristing at the mills in the respective States
should be employed—-inclisive of local bus-
inegs—so far as possible for the same pro-
portion of time throughout; the three States.
This means that Victoria, with"a crop, say,
of 12 million bushels and a mwilling capaecity
of 22 millions, would have her mills going
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for about six nmnt%s, and ‘that Weatsf Aus-
tra,ha, with a crop of 8% million bushels and
a milling capacity of only 7% million bushels
would be compelled to grist'.only for the
same limited time as Victoria, whereas, as
& fact, she had the ability to keep going for
say 14 months. - Our policy has -been all
along; as far as possnb]e, to arrange that our
mills should be kept going full t1me, so ‘that
there would be full employment in the Stats
and there would be sufficient offal supplies
conserved in Western Australia for .the bene-
fit of our minor industries, such as . poultry
and pig farming. By the redolution, how-
ever, our wheat was to be sent in fulfilment
of overseas commitments, in order that the
Eastern States should be able to keep their
mills going a3 long as ours, although their
milling capacity was greatly in excess this
year of their sequisitions. T wonder what
would have happened if the .converss haxl
been the case—would we have received the
same ~consideration from the East as Mr.
McGibbon would now give them from .the
West? It certainly would have been far
Letter if, in any fight the Minister, was put-
ting' up on behalf of the: State  br of the
growers, with which My, MeGibbon might
not happen to agree, he had remained neutral
“and ‘did not do as I have shown he did, fight
actively against our actions. Since his re-
tirement from the Board Mr. MeGibbon. has
.geen fit to make against me a certzin charge
of repudiation. In support of this he quoted
confidential records. This was done in order
to attempt to prove that in connection with
the sale to New South Wales, in which he
took an active part in,November, we were
committed to be a party by the a.lleged state-
ments of Mr. Colebatch towards the end of
January. In view of the agreements in con-
nection with this sale having been made in
December, I ean come to no other eonclusion
than that Mr, McGibbon attempted to shift
the onus of responsﬂn]ltv in connection with
this business off his own slioulders. “Whether
we were committed or not, whether in Nov-
emher or Jannary, T maintain and have main-
“tained all along, that there was a clear ele-
ment of doubt which justified me in fighting

this matter in the interests of the Western -

Australian growers to an ultimate decision,
if need he, by the Court. It, therefore, ill be-
came My, MeGibbon, as direct representative
of the growers, to attempt to prejudice their
case either here or in the Hast, Such action
on his part does not leave the way open for
an amicabler and united co-operation - with
the Minister of the SBtate in any future activi-
ties on the Australian Wheat Board: I think,
Mr. President, that I have said sufficient to
show that it)would not be in the best inter-
ests either of the State or of the growers, for
Mr. MeGibbon further to be a member on
the Australian Wheat Board. ,

.Hon. J. Cornell: May T make a personal
evplanahon?

The PRESIDENT: What is the subject?

Hon. J. Cornéll: On the'subject of 'the
statement which has just heen made by the
Honarary Minister.

FETY
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The PRESIDENT: The hon, member
canhot do’sy.. I do mnot think it isfnecessary.

hix'i BILL—-SUBRLY, £2,059,000." TR

’Récewba frdm the Asdémbly and read a
ﬁrat tlme

‘ Standmg Orders Suspensmn

‘ On ‘motion by the Minister for Educ,s.-
tion, “the Standing Orders were in part
suspendeil to permit of the passage of the
Bill at, the one sitting. !

Second Readmg
. The' MINISTER. FOR EDUCATION. (Eon.
H. P. Colebatch—East) . [5. 22] in moving
the' gecond reading snid: This. is- the ‘uaual
Supply Bill intreduced at the opening .of
the session to cover the ordinary expendi-
ture of the Government for the first three
months of the financial year, pending the
presentation to Parliament of the Anmual
Bstimates of Revenue and Ex‘pendxture
The amount asked for is just ome-fourth of
the expendltme on revenue and loan
account respectlvely actually incurred dur-
ing the previcus 12 months. The amount
provided for expengiture from loan funds
is large, but it is almest exclusively for the
purpose of land settlement of returned
soldiers, other loan expenditure being but.
a very small amount. I de not propose—it
is not usual in introducing the Supply Bill=
to diseuss the finances, but merely for the
sake of affording information to hon. mem-
bers T mayv say that it will not be neces-
sary for Western Australia to go on the
meney market for some months to come.
We bhave in hand, and due from the Com-
monwealth for expenditure that has actu-
ally been incurred, the sum of £1,900,000,
and in addition we have available £800,000,.
representing Savings. Bank money which' ia.
on fixed deposit or current account with the-
banks, ' It is the intention of the Treasurer:
te submit the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure at the earliest possible-
moment, and although considerable delay
in their preparation has necessarily re-
sulted from the closing of the offices dur-
ing the last three weeks in July, it is con-
fidently believed that those Estimates will
be submitted earlier than usual. I move——
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. Sir E, H, WITTENOOM (North)
[5.24]: T trust we shall have the agsurance-
of the leader of the House that none of”
this money will be applied to the purchase-
of industrial enterprises.

The Minister for Edueation :
nothing of the sort.

Hon. -J. Cornell :
spent.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

Oh, no,

It bas already been.
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CHATIRMAN OF COMMITTEES, ELEC-
:1:.(71_391.,; erel et TION?’ oy

* ~Thew MINISTER - .-FOR ! EDUOCATION
{(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) {5.25]: It
“will be within the knowledge of hon. mem-
“bers that-sitiee- the: last ‘Sessioni isf Parlia-
‘ment oux Chairman,of Cnmm.xttqes wayg.de-
.feated at the polle. Without in_any way

detracting from the welcome which I am .

sure we, all. extend  to .his - puggessor, Mr,
Baglin,'T aw confident I ghall be voicing
the “feelings of lhon. membnrs if I éhy that
from the pérsondl standpbm‘t we all’ deel?ly
‘regret that“Mr. Allen ig po"lofigés’ With; /b,
He ‘made an admirable’ chairinan, his con-
‘tributions to debate were alwa,ys of value,
.and he was a very good’ friénd to all of us.
However,' he was. defedted: al! the polls, and
-1t I8 . nows netessary for us-to ﬁll the office
igf " Chaitman- of Committees,” There’forei'l
"haveriplesaure’ in'. movmg— -

L Uhet My Bwing be’ eieetea 23 'Chair-
gnan oi: C'omm1ttees in this House

Eb .3 C:‘UN'NI\TGHAM (North-East)
[5 2617 1T ha.ve pleasure in seennﬂmg ‘the
‘neminktioh. ' Toh. membérd will dgree thit

-we hdve in” Mt Ewiog a,dian who, will
make a4 Teally good Chalrmam ‘of Commit-
tbes; one who will ‘5 his best i 'sateguird
‘the inteFesty'’of hon!'hbiibery "1™ haVe
ple&sure in seeondmg the nomn']a,tlon _—
" Hon. J. EWI\TG (Solith-West) [5. 27] I
-am ‘deeply sensible of the "honour conferrsd
“upoii me, and I submit, myse,lf to ‘the will
-of the Couneil. cy hvee
Questmn put and passea R

desu’e to " express my gratrtu&e to hon
members for having conferred this. Thonour
-upon me, I-can assure thém all that I.will de
my level best to earry ont the duties of the
‘position, majntain, the . Jrivileges - of . hon,
members and upheld the, prestage _my, pre-
-decessor established.in the, jpast. ;T am at
a disadvantage, beganse I have heen .prs-
-ceded by such excellent men of marked. tact
-and ability, in whom the, House has had
‘the greatest confidence, and I can only
hope that when my term expires it will be
found. that I have af least endeayoured tp
‘live up to the traditions of, the past. [ w1.11
+do my level best, and I hope I shall, give
-entire sahs_factmn to hon. members, -

BILL—SUPELY.
In Committee,. ete.

Bill passed through “Committee mthout
-debate, reported without amendment aﬂd
. “the report adopted.

Read a third time and Ipassed.: T

N : adjourned at 532 pm.

'.il.eglalatwe Bssembly,

.'_. : '-:' : Thfwrsdm,r, 12m ;dmgust 1920
Tt -——* '1-.'. A
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v

pm " rmd iehd"prayers
QUESTION~—0LD AGE EfENSI.O\ ERS
. ., RATIONS, ..

-

~ 1[1- ROOK'E‘,-,askeil‘ the Colomal Secretary

1,7In view.pf-lis reply: to a question .relat-
ing to fthe: discontinuande of - the -issue of
rations to 'persons at. Fremantle sin-,receipt
of old age pensmns, in which he stated that

the responsibility -of providing for aged per-

sons rests tpon the Commonwealth Govern-
ment; and tiiaf véry few cases -are affected,
will he redonsider hia decision and order the
isgue of*’rationg to contimue, pending further
|1egotiéti01i§ with the Conmiméinweslth Govern-
mdnt, ‘in viéw of* the- faet -that ' fifteen pen-
swném i auffelmg deverely by resson of
thefr’ 1na.b1]1t to' ‘obtain' sifficient food? 2,
Is he'awate: gxat instructions have been given
to discbntanue fhe 'issug’ of rations known as

extras which incliide ' milk, rice, “sago,
and’ oatmea’l to m{hgent pérsons? 3; It so,
will he, £ive further dongiddration to the ques-
tign. as it espocially relates to ‘the .cases of
children®, 4, Ts ths saving alleged to be
effected due to the activities of the recently
appointed bugsihess manager, "Mr. Simpson?

‘The: MENISTER FOR MINES (for the
Colonial Seeretary) replied: 1, If any of
these pensioners, are unable to obtain suffi-
cient feod they have -the-right-te apply for
admission. to either of' the homes for the
apged. 2, Yes; as the issue was being abused.
3,- The officer at Fremantle was -instructed
40 report ‘specially 4o head office in auy de-
serving ‘dase. These ate being considered-on
their merity, 4, As:regards pensloners yesy
as regarﬂs Bxh'as, me, T

' t P AT
QUESTTO\" ‘BOR'[NG PLANT.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked te Minister
for Works: 1, Is he aware that a boring

plant has heen 1ying under water for some
considerable time at Fremantle? ' 2, Will

salt Water thus he the means of destroymg



